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because the sue takes nearly a   hundred  years   to pass  through
one constellation60*

These astronomers (and Mr. Pargiter has followed their foot-
steps ) have glibly ignored the possibility of a big mistake that
would surely be committed in these calculations. They count the
number of constellations to be twenty-seven. The son would take
twenty-seven hundred years to finish his one round through them
all, and so on his rounds would continue. Now there can be no
possibility of a mistake, if the interval between the two events was
less than twenty-seven hundred years; i. e. less than the time taken
by the sun to finish his one round. But* if in between two events
the sun might have finished his one whole round, the astronomers
dropped to mention that, and only gave the names of the two
constellations ; one of the happening of the first event, and the
other of the happening of the second event. In that case, if the
sun might have finished only one round, the mistake would be of
twenty-seven hundred years; and if the sun might have finished
more than one round, the mistake would be of twenty-seven
hundred multiplied by the number of rounds. Now, the writers of
Puraiils have given us only the number of constellations through
which the sun might have passed, from the time of the wars of
Matebhlrat61 to the reign of Mahapadma (one of the Nanda
kings). Calculating from the number of these constellations, one
thousand years are all right But they have not stated how many
rounds the sun had finished between the happenings of these
two events* Had they stated that, we could have got the correct
number of years. Now, all the subsequent historians have takea
these one thousand years as all right without any hesitation,
because they had the authority of these astronomers.

(60)  At that time, the belief of the   people was,  that  the   sun  revolved
round the earth,

(61)  It is evident, that just as the authors of the " Purlnas " have committed
a mistake i& fixing the date of Mahabharat, they have also miscalculated the
time 'of Kr??a* Neminatha, the twenty-second Tfrthankara   of the Jains,   was
a cousin of Kr|iiat and Is said to have lived eighty-four thousand years before
ottr tinaa. Many different opinions prevail as to his elate also* (I have discussed
this subject la another book), See f*, $, No. 63